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a b stra c t

In my research I examined the architectural connections of the issue of 
homelessness, in this context I interpreted homelessness as a system 
of deficiencies. I divided the selected examples into analogous groups 
according to the levels of Maslow’s hierarchy of needs model and  
examined them according to the extent to which they met the given  
deficiency need. My question was, what role the architect can play in the 
process, and at what level they can influence the various responses given 
to the deficiencies. From a more general, international immersion, it  
became apparent to me that the role of the architect articulates the 
examples in an interesting way. Architecture, and architects, have a  
responsibility to address the issue, to explore spatial frameworks and 
possible solutions. The tools of caring architecture are needed.

The social infrastructure in Hungary, which lacked the substantive  
architectural presence, showed a reversed status to this approach. The  
hiatus in the clients’ approach is demonstrated by the fact that the aim is 
still to achieve the minimum, which is difficult to reconcile with  
thoughtfulness and quality architecture. The  emerg ency must  no 
l onge r  l e ad  to  e me rge ncy sol u ti ons.  Given that in the last thirty 
years, no shelter has been built in Budapest, and that the vast majority 
of the temporary accommodation is in an unacceptable state, the overall 
rehabilitation of the existing stock is a matter of urgency. Many people, 
despite of criminalisation, choose to live on the streets rather than in 
poor-quality shelters. Rehabilitation of existing infrastructure could have 
a major impact on the motivation of individuals to reintegrate. Human and 
architectural rehabilitation are closely linked in the domestic context.

„Solidarity is one of the most precious value. The moment it starts 
to erode, we are all on the losing side.”

Noémi Orvos-Tóth 1

1:  ORVOS-TÓTH, Noémi: Free will.  
Budapest: Jelenkor Publisher, 2021, 216.
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the analogy of  the hierarchy of  needs theor y in  architecture
 
I  exami ne d  the  archi te ctu re  of  te mp orar y  home l e ss she l te rs  i n  the  co ntext  of  the  
h i e rarchy of  ne e d s the or y.  By grou p i ng b u i l d i ngs that  me et  d i f fe re n t  levels  of  need  
accord i ng to  the  anal ogy of  Masl ow ’s  pyrami d,  the  re se arch showe d that  the theo retic a l 
l eve l s  can b e  ad apte d  to  the  u se  of  archi te ctu ral  sp ace,  w hi ch the reby defines  the  
syste m of  re l at i ons,  hi e rarchi e s and  q u al i t i e s  of  the  p r i vate  and  com muna l  s pa ces  of  the 
i nd i vi d u al ,  the  i nsti tu t i on and  the  e nvi ronme nt.  

In the course of the research, I stated the following levels, analogous to Maslow’s theory,  
according to the use of space:
1/ level of physiological needs – the space of basic protection 
2/ level of security needs – the space of private sphere 
3/ level of belonging and affiliation – different types of community spaces 
4/ level of esteem needs – employment and work spaces
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archi te ctu ral  e ngage me nt
 
The  anal ysi s  of  i nte r nati onal  examp l e s shows that  a  comp re he nsi ve a ppro a c h to  pla nning 
can b e  fou nd  eve n at  l eve l s  that  me et  mi ni mu m ne e d s.

A good spatial layout and a simple, but high-quality built environment has a positive influence on its users. 
Thoughtful, planned solutions provide modern, more durable, and more economically favourable  
circumstances. The role of the architect lies in how they can improve a given spatial situation or create a  
supportive built environment to meet the different levels of need, and how they can articulate the relations,  
hierarchies and qualities of the private and communal spaces of the individual, the institution and the  
environment.
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02 Reed Watts Architects 
 Commonweal Pods 
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e me rge ncy si tu ati ons d o not  ne e d  e me rge ncy sol u ti ons

In  ord e r  to  p rovi d e  me ani ngf u l  archi te ctu ral  sol u t i ons to  soci al  p roj ec ts  in  H ung a r y,  the 
cl i e nt ’s  ap p roach mu st  change.

Ad hoc solutions to needs are not enough, and the pursuit of the minimum is not compatible with  
thoughtfulness and quality architecture. People in need do not simply need physical housing, but social and 
supportive housing - which implies spaces that can accommodate it. Thoughtful design provides modern, more 
durable and more economical housing.
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 homeless in Dózsa György street 
 Budapest 
 single bedroom



the  re hab i l i tat i on of  hu mans and  b u i l d i ngs

The  re hab i l i tat i on of  the  exi st i ng i nf rastr u ctu re  has a  major  i mp act  o n a n indiv idua l ’s  
moti vati on to  re i nte grate. 

Human and architectural rehabilitation are closely linked regarding the Hungarian context. With no homeless 
shelters built in the last thirty years and a significant majority of the existing building stock in a deteriorated 
state, there is an urgent need for a comprehensive approach to their rehabilitation. This has both positive and 
negative effects: individuals appreciate decent conditions and thus feel esteemed. A shelter that is in an  
outdated, dilapidated state does not inspire growth and progress, quite the contrary. Residents have serious 
interest in living in an environment that is supportive to their own rehabilitation. 

The environment has complex effects on users, proposing some actions and suppressing others. An  
architecturally renewed building can be a first step in rehabilitation, with a positive impact on people’s  
re-integration into society.
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the  re l at i on b etwe e n the  re - u se d  b u i l d i ng and  the  e nvi ronme nt

A  re - u se d  b u i l d i ng can conve r t  the  soci al  att i tu d e  of  soci ety  i n  a  p os it ive way.  
Perhaps the best indicator of the quality of the engagement of the state and society is the extent to which 
society is able to care for marginalised groups. Keeping and passing on old values represents an attitude to be 
followed in the eyes of the community. A new building tends to provoke stronger, more extreme opinions from 
the host environment. 

While restoration significantly enhances the quality of the built environment, the rehabilitation of existing  
buildings also meets important sustainability and economic considerations.
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04 Peter Barber Architects Ltd. 
 Mount Pleasant homeless shelter 
 London
 fitting in to the built environment



the  conne cti on b etwe e n the  tr i a l e cti cs  of  sp ati al i ty  and  Masl ow ’s  pyra mid

S oci al  acce ptance  (the  conce i ve d  sp ace )  af fe cts  the  exp e r i e nce  of  the l ived s pa ce.  The 
rol e  of  the  archi te ct  b e come s ve r y  i mp or tant  i n  re sol vi ng the  te nsi o n between the  
two -  cre ati ng p hysi cal  sp ace s can star t  a  d i al ogu e  w i th soci ety,  w hic h in  turn ha s  a n  
i mp act  on the  i nd i vi d u al  exp e r i e nci ng home l e ssne ss.

The analysed examples and the experience gained from the student competition have confirmed my  
assumption that the complexity of the problems of temporary homeless shelters goes beyond architecture, yet 
in most cases we  can u se  the  concrete  tool s  of  archi te ctu re  to  contr i bute to  the c reatio n of 
sp ace s,  w hi ch can he l p  to  b re ak d ow n the  conf l i ct  b etwe e n conce i ved a nd l ived s pa ce. 
 
A s we  move  u p  on the  ste p s of  Masl ow ’s  pyrami d,  the  l i nk  b etwe e n the ho meless  
i nd i vi d u al  and  soci ety  i s  stre ngthe ne d.
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f u tu re  d e si re

In  Hu ngar y,  the  re hab i l i tat i on of  exi st i ng i nf rastr u ctu re  se e ms to b e a  rea l ist ic  o bj ec tive.

The solution may lie in conceptual transformations which, with due consideration, re-interpret the outdated use 
of space. In this context, human and architectural rehabilitation can be connected and can inspire the  
inhabitants of the renovated institution and also the host environment.
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