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ABSTRACT

In the classical understanding of the discipline, the essence of
the architect's work is the act of design. Architectural design is
seen as a knowledge-rich activity that requires a wide range of
knowledge beyond that which is specified in the design brief.
Each phase of the design process places considerable demands
on architects, as it involves a wide range of knowledge and
different ways of acquiring it. The question arises as to the
origin of these different types of knowledge. Among the objec-
tive and subjective elements of the design process, one of the
elementary sources is design patterns or precedents.

Architects draw a considerable amount of design and other ty-
pes of knowledge from precedents, whether they are the work
of others or of their own notation. An architect's personal
repertoire of design precedents is a network of past experience
and knowledge, with references weighted according to the
designer's own values and preferences. It is here that certain
canonical works, precedents, images, ideas, analogies and
references are gathered.

The doctoral thesis discusses the role of references both in
universal architectural culture and in the design strategies
themselves, examining the specific mechanisms of the use of
models in specific design cases. The methodology of three case
studies is detailed, tracing the transfer of knowledge from the
ideal precedent as normative reference to the concrete project.
The aim of the thesis is to contribute to the legitimisation of
the reference as a design tool.



THESIS 01

The reference is a normative compass
for the architect, while the canon em-
bodies the same system of alignment
for a given group of architects.

In the reference use, a source (A) is given,
which represents a value, i.e. a preferred
content for the architect using the refer-
ence, hence the reference use (B), i.e. the
driving force of the reference process. The
value in the reference used can be a knowl-
edge, it can be a feeling, or it can be, for
example, a spatial position, a relationship,
a colour, or any other parameter, but it
must carry a meaning. These found val-
ues may be able to be integrated into the
architectural work if the reference is used
appropriately (C). @



THESIS 02

The use of references cannot be exclud-
ed from a conceptual design process
based on a pure idea. The real question
is not whether a designer uses a refer-
ence or not in the design process, but
rather how it is used.

Without the critical use of references,
there is no transfer of value and
knowledge.

The use of reference (B) must be well con-
sidered. In order to integrate the value
found in the precedent (A), the architect
must be able to integrate the precedent
into his own architectural language with
the necessary commitment and openness.
Failing this, it is not a question of reference
use, but of imitation.

The modern devices of the 2ist century
provide the designer with impulses in

the form of images and information from
countless places. On the one hand, this
malkes it easier to use examples from the
past, but on the other hand, the flood also
malkes it more difficult to deepen under-
standing.

In the choice of reference, the principle

of prudence is also paramount in order to
avoid overuse, where the weight of a ref-
erence is overbearing and creates an unre-
solvable situation. @



THESIS 03

References outside the field of architec- They can create a greater number of con-
ture can potentially be more powerful nections in the network of ideas formed by

catalysts for design than precedents.

the various bodies of knowledge present
in the creative phase of conceptualisation,
and are thus a more stimulating source of
reference (A) - not to mention analogies

- than precedents, which ultimately come
from a delimited, specialised system of
disciplines. @
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THESIS 04

In addition to their role in the design
process, references can also actas a
specific communication tool during
the design process or after its com-
pletion. By using them as a means of
information exchange, the communi-
cation of design intentions and deci-
sions can be more effective both to the
architectural community and to those
outside the profession.
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However, their subsequent use and commu-
nication with references should be viewed
with a critical eye, since the desire to please
a particular audience and the references
used to this end can have a negative impact
on the design process, the architectural
work (C) or its interpretation. @
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