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@ Abstract

The dissertation examines settlements created for resettlement (relocation) from and
architectural—urbanistic perspective. The analysis is based on four case studies, the commu -
nities of which were forced to leave their place of residence due to a compelling circumstance,
DQG ZHUH JLYHQ WKH RSSRUWXQLW\ WR UHORFDWH WR D QH.
for them as compensation. These settlements were designed by professionals and their overall
architectural, infrastructural concept goes beyond the camp-like emergency solutions, and as
such are suitable for analysis of the design solutions.

The hypothesis of the investigation is that the dra stic structural, useage-linked and spatial
differences between the destroyed settlements and the new habitat hinder the processing of
the trauma of losing one’s home and impede the community’s resilience and sense of identity,
which in the long run may lead to the loosening and disappearance of the ties that keep the
community together.

7KH UHVXOWY FRQdUP WKDW RQO\ FRPSOH[ LQWHUGLVFLSOL
the unique space-use characteristics that allow for the development of community-focused,
home-making plans that go beyond providing for shelter.

7KH VWXG\ LV EDVHG RQ dUVW KDQG NQRZOHGJH RI WKH-VHW
ture research. The time passed since the new homes were occupied has given the opportunity

to analyse the effects of the design decisions in the longer term, taking into account the impact

of the new environment on the community.
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s Summary

The loss of a home is a trauma. Whether we move because of an unavoidable, com-
SHOOLQJ FLUFXPVWDQFH RU RI RXU RZQ IUHH ZLOO FKDQJI
our daily sense of security in a new environment. T he extent of the trauma is influenced by
the circumstances and our cultural conditioning. It matters whether we have the opportunity
to prepare for the change, or we are left groundless by an unexpected disaster; whether we
have to cope with the change that upends our lives alone, or our entire social safety net is
destroyed. In any case, rebuilding a home involves mental work beyond the physical effort.

The physical act of leaving and re-setting a home takes place in a built environment. Where do

we feel comfortable? What makes a new place a home that helps us move forward and grow?

What are the attributes in our physical environment that hinder our settlement? Planning for an
LQGLYLGXDO RU FRPPXQLW\ WUDXPDWLVHG E\ WKH ORVV RI |
can designers do to ensure that they are creating spaces that truly serve the individuals and
communities affected?

7KH PDLQ REMHFWLYH RI WKH UHVHDUFK IURP WKH RXWVHW ZD
WKH GHVLJQ RI SHUPDQHQW LQWHUYHQWLRQV 7KH VWXG\ WK
W\SH RI SURMHFW UHVHWWOHPHQWY UHORFDWLRQV 5HVHYV
ing home (settlement or part of a settlement) had been destroyed by a disaster or a planned
human intervention and, unlike many, were offered the opportunity to relocate to a new settle -
PHQW V VSHFLdFDOO\ GHVLJQHG DQG HVWDEOLVKHG IRU WK

1 The literature refers to this process by various terms, i.e. relocation, forced relocation, involuntary relocaton,
resettlement, involuntary resettlement, forced resetlement. In the dissertation | use the terms “relocation”
and “resettlement to identify the process.



5HVHWWOHPHQW SURMHFWY DUH D VSHFL dandim@Wadivb*\plarinivg. R Q R I W thelidEntity-iningvdebhérbs@f spaces. ®° 7KH VFLHQWLAdF LQYHVWLIJDWLRQ R

task. They are linked to the former because external intervention is needed to rebuild the com -
munity’s environment; and to the latter because a n ew settlement is created on a previously
undeveloped site, based on plans drawn up on a drawing board. There are evident contradic-

WLRQV LQ WKH G\QDPLFV RI WKH WZR DSSURDFKHV KXPDQLWDUIT,[[I)SC%IeIaDrLfr%Sm\{\)/O\t%%hgQe%&]\thgoﬁyTa)n(uL

tarily rigorous, top-down and temporary solutions; while responsible planning of a new town

is unthinkable without complex, interdisciplinary ¢ ollaboration, impact assessments, economic

and infrastructure planning as well as social work, which, because of its complexity, cannot be

GRQH ZLWK WKH VSHHG RI KXPDQLWDULDQ LQWHUYHQWLRQV
examined in the case studies were probably often negatively influenced by the contradictions

between the two types of tasks, and therefore often adopted solutions that limited their ability

to meet the real needs of the people they were trying to help.

The collective loss of home of a community is both quantitatively and qualitatively different
from the destruction of a single house or housing unit, since the spaces and surfaces of com -
munity interaction are also lost. The spatial solutions of the relocation settlement affect the
restoration of the community’s sense of home, security and identity in the new settlement, both
at the architectural and urbanistic level.

The theoretical background of the study is formed b y the results of the developments in
architectural theory and environmental psychology in the 20 * century. The effects of the un-
precedented development of that era have triggered an intensive work of design theoreti -

tial identity, place identity, and home attachment provides an increasingly precise picture of
WKH HQYLURQPHQW ZH FDOO KRPH GHdQHV WKH OD\HUV RI R
and identity. ¢

F'SJS%NOIO%P eﬁolﬁrgachgsl‘tﬁ)alf people and their en -

vironments mutually affect and shape one another. Consequently, the structure that provides
the space for a community’s interactions influences the community and is influenced by the
community. A community can function well within the tyI%e of sspﬁtial structure it has created

! Ka'F'ou%d'T'ts\,{eff, ‘%Nﬂlgh li{s\(/alf ﬁals i\r/1\fll|1<e|ﬁ|celé 'é'n &ngaWhLe ac(%ons ofl?h'\éI <|:_|or":nr\1/1vu\r<ity, and by ex -

tension, the individual’s relationship to the community.

The resettlements discussed in the thesis took place in different periods, under different eco -
nomic and cultural circumstances, but all involved communities with strong cultural traditions
and identities. Egypt has a historically centralised social structure, and the two case studies
from there represent a culturally distinct region of the Nile country. The model village of New
Gourna, designed by architect Hassan Fathy (1900-1989) in 1945, was built between 1945-48,
but the experimental settlement failed on many levels. 7 The resettlement of traditional Nubia
was made necessary by the construction of the Great Dam in Aswan and the creation of
Lake Nasser, affecting some 70 000 people in Egypt alone. The New Nubia settlements (1962-
64-~69), created for the relocatees by government planning teams, have drastically different
spatial conditions in comparison to the old villages, a change that has contributed greatly to

FLDQV LQ WKH dHOG RI XUEDQ V\VWHPV DQG LQ SDUDOOHO HQY the SavRoss@iitBndty SMAeFISRMURILY that Dad alwvByis bedhiifs clBse connection to nature. 8

a discipline of its own. # The relational theories approach the interaction between individual and
form, community and urban space more from the designer’s perspective, and seek to identify

'"HdAQLWLRQ RI KXPDQ&WIXRIFISQ FRIWWNHAE HBWNXNX NX 1J*SJlI FX FS*"SHNWHZRXYFSHJ \MIWJ MZRFSNYFWNF
SJJIX FWJ XZK*HNJSYQ" QFWLJ FSI HTRUQ®] FIXWXWYFISWJI KSIIL B/NXHZSWHIXY IMGSARMIWJ F

multi-sectoral response is needed, with the engagement of a wide range fanternational humanitarian actors
(IASC). This may include smaller-scale emergencies; in countriewith limited capacities, the threshold will
be lower than in countries with strong capacities. An emergency is a sitation that threatens the lives and

\JQQ GINSL TK QFWLJ SZRGIWX TK F UTUZOFMNTRS F ST W SKXZNW IKMI]IN W XZWING F@/ H
DFF61V See DULL 2009, 67-73 and 80, 120-132, 133 and 95, 110

protection” 6 RXUFH 81, &KW WBM ZZZ FRUHFRPPLWPHQWYV XQMHG®I RUJ FFF

'"HAQLWLRQ RI 1w ToRZs@N ciBes or towns that are designed from scratch and built in a shor
period of time. They are designed by professionals according to a MastePlan on a site where there was no city
before. This distuinguishes a New Town from a ‘normal’ city that gradudly grows and evolves over time. Also,
New Towns are mostly the result of a political (top-down) decision.

9IMJI GZNQINSL TK F SJ\ HNY” bKWTR XHWFYIFsNM @ XN X M- MFIVHTMNNHY J SIY I TWU W R K S YMF Y BMBUXUDO &RXQVHOORU LQ &DLUR

the ideal shape for the urban program according to the state of the art planing ideas. A New Town is always a

GH—WJ.EF%T 6LPRQ .,66Rea@haiTeories of Urban Form.% DVHO %LUNKDXVHU

7 See )$7+< + D VArdhi€cture for the Poor: An experimentin rural Egypt..DLUp 7KH $PHLFDQ 8QLY

&DLUR 3UHVV RULJLQDO HGauma:RQale)d TweVillage¥.VDIQUU OLQLVWU\ R &
DOVR 'f9," '"uUD 9%6 52 &€urremRi@sdarcH & the Hassan Fathy Survey Mission in Egypt

2016-2017. % XGDSHVWO0&DLUR ,SDUL «V OH] JD]GD VMG L7 K$¥2 HMHVRIIUW K H ¥ X G

DQG Quorent'nesedrchd$tbe Bas6arrRaR O W

thy Survey Mission in Egypt 2018-2019. % XGDSHVWO0&DLUR ,SDUL «V OH] JD]GDVMOL <S%

WI+JHYNTS TK TSJ RTRJSY NS YNRJ FSI YMMRRRGEN Y N8N UFKDYWLRYYQ RODRUY gRZQ ,QVWH 21dFH RI WKH +XQJDULDQ &XOWXUDO &RXQVHOORU LQ &DLUR

WXWH VHH KWWSV Z7ZZZ QHZWRZQEQUWARVXIWHFRYYHNGLS SKS"UX

4 6HH 'ce// $ @lElyeék fargyak, viselkedés. Kornyezetpszicholbgiaianulmanyok. 2009., 5-21
RQOLQH SXEOLFDWLRQ
YLVHONHGHVB.RUQ\HJHWSV]LFKRORBIGDLBWDQXOPDQ\RN DFFHVV
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KWWSVEOZEDWHR/® DUFKJBWHOQBWQSSXUHDB+HO\VHN B W DW HMBWXBU H

8 See S(5%*(/',1 ORQD 30DQQLQJ IRU 1HZ 1XELD LDQ %QDF$k/HEWoU

The Changing Rural Habitat; Volume |: Case Studies6 LQJDSRUH &RQFHSW OHGLD $JBb .KDQ
DOVR 0$*+28% <DV V¢ NuBigrPExg@rieriR« B BtDdy of the Social and
Cultural Meanings of Architecture. 3K* WKHVLY 7KH 8QLYHUVLW\ RI OLFKLJDQ

11



Sicily in the 1960s and 1970s was a deprived area of a country experiencing a vast moderni -
sation boom, where the pressure to modernise and catch up with the rest of the country was

a determining factor in the disaster management of the Belice Valley earthquake of 1968. The
culturally alien solutions of Gibellina Nuova, one of the relocation settlements created to com -
pensate for the tragedy, are analysed in the thesis.®

'"HVWUR\HG E\ WKH

bears the imprint of Hungary’s contemporary disaste r management strategies. Through
an undoubtedly effective and well-intentioned relie f effort, the government, which was com -
mitted to compensating for the damage, also used the disaster as part of a political narrative,
demonstrating the supposed importance of a strong, caring state and reliance on folk tradi -
tions. 10

7KH WKHVHV VXPPDUL]H W KH H[SHULHQFHV GUDZQ IRUP WKH FDVH’fQ/,W'X@ELFP@GfSZG =V Ranéht rels8avch of the Hassan Fathy Survey Mission in Egypt 2018-201Buda-
SH

10

6HH %$'$0, $ O HGSivdlia@aJdita che visse due volte. Terremoto e riconstruzione niéga Valle del
Belice. )JUDQFR$QJHOL OLODQR

See&6+.$ %DOE]V 9,U,VLVIWXE£U XIWED

785, SWWLOD $] $GDSWEOEV P3Y«V]HWH OWXP3Y WVYWW DGDSWEOEVD ,Q
%$57%/ $QQD OL£ULD ) (54 t&dsiszapkatbsSLrofa tarsadalmi hatdasai. % XGDSHVW $UIXPHQWXP
«V 07$ 7ZEUVDGDORPWXGRPE£Q\L . XWDWuUNWSRQW 6]ROFLROMJILDL ,QW«]H
/8;1«'5 35(+2'$ $ @ @ibsiszap-katasztrofa személyes torténetei. Tarsadalmi taumafeldolgozas.
%XGDSHVW /5+DUPDWWDQ
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Houses under construction in the resettlement area of Devecser. PhotoAndras Lenner, 2011.

16

1st THESIS— The baseline of a resettlement project

7KH SODQQLQJ RI D UHORFDWLRQ VHWWOHPHQW LV
WKDW LV WKH UHVXOW RI WKH QHHG IRU D KXPDQL
D QHZ WRZQ D UHORFDWLRQ VHWWOHPHQW KDV D K
7TKHUHIRUH WKH ZRUNLQJ PHWKRGV RI QHLWKHU K
WRZQ SODQQLQJ FDQ EH H[FOXVLYHO\ DSSOLHG W
SURMHFW PDQDJHPHQW DQG SODQQLQJ DSSURDFK
WR GHYHORS D KLJKO\ FRPSOH[ PXOWL VWDNHKRC
under tight time constraints.

17
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2nd THESIS - Interdisciplinarity

7KH WRROV RI DUFKLWHFWXUDO DQDO\VLY DUH QR\
DOO WKH vVSDWLDO GLPHQVLRQV WKDW GHWHUPLQ
WR UHFRJQL]JH WKH UROH RI DOO VSDFHYVY DQG VSD\
QLQJ D UHVHWWOHPHQW WRZQ LV D FRPSOH[ WDV
DSSURDFK LQYROYLQJ VRFLRORJLVWY DQWKURS
JLVWV HFRORJLVWY DQG HFRQRPLVWY DPRQJ RWK
the planning.

A street of “New Nubia” during Ramadan, in the village of Ballana. Photo:d@a David, 2022.
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3rd THESIS — Balance between conservation and development

7TKH GHYHORSPHQW SRWHQWLDO RI D 8IlUHVK VWDU
FRPPXQLW\5V H[LVWLQJ V\VWHPV RWKHUZLVH LQQR
WR GHYHORS FRSLQJ PHFKDQLVPV UDWKHU WKDQ F
PHQW FDQQRW UHZULWH RU UHGHdQH D FRPPXQLW\!

ODWLRQ WR LWV SK\VLFDO HQYLURQPHQW E\ LQWUF
character or institutions.

Franco Purini, Laura Thermes: “Sistema delle Piazze” (1980), Gibma Nuova. Photo: Zsolt Vasaros, 2018.
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4th THESIS— Maintaining basic spatial character and cultural references

7KH EDVLF VSDWLDO FKDUDFWHULVWLFV RI WKH EX
QHFWLRQV ZLWKLQ WKH VHWWOHPHQW DQG ZLWK L
VFDSH OLQNDJHV LWV VHWWLQJ LQ WKH ODQGVFD
H[SHULHQFHV DFWLYLWLHV HQFRXQWHUV DQG VSI
RI D VHWWOHPHQW KDYH D IXQFWLRQ LQ WKH OLIH
W\SRORJ\ VR WKHLU LGHQWLdFDWLRQ DQG UH FUHI
DQG HYHQWY WKDW FUHDWH D VHQVH Rl SODFH DQG

Alberto Burri: “Cretto di Burri” (1984-2015), the concrete footprit of a part of Gibellina Vecchia.
Photo: D6ra Dévid, 2022.
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5th THESIS — Time management and project structure

7KH GHVLJQ RI WKH VWUXFWXUDO FKDUDFWHULVW
PHQWDOO\ D SODQQLQJ FRPSHWHQFH DQG UHVSRQ
FKDQJH WKH EDVLF XUEDQ OD\RXW GHdQHG GXULQ
FDQ GHWHUPLQH WKH IDWH RI WKH VHWWOHPHQW |
GHFLVLRQV UHTXLUH WKH PRVW FDUHIXO SODQQL
GHFLVLRQV LW LV HVVHQWLDO WR VHSDUDWH WKH
HQLQJ VLWXDWLRQ DQG WKH PHGLXP WHUP VROXW
the relocation settlement.

The house built for a victim family in Somlévasarhely after 13 years of redcation. Photo: Zsolt Vasaros, 2024.
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6th THESIS — Open-ended design and resident participation

7KH H[SHULHQFHY OLQNHG WR WKH HVWDEOLVKPHC(
WR WKH VHOI GHdQLWLRQ DQG VHQVH RI SODFH RI
GHDOLQJ ZLWK WUDXPD LV WR UHVWRUH WKH UHVLC
UHDO SDUWLFLSDWLRQ DQG DFWLYH LQYROYHPHQ\
HUV KDQG WKHP UHDG\ PDGH VROXWLRQV 7KH HJ[SI
to live are crucial for the development of place at tachment and later home at
WDFKPHQW DQG WHUULWRULDO LGHQWLW\ WKHUH
HYHQWYV KDYH D ORQJ WHUP LPSDFW

A street of New Gourna around 1950.
Courtesy of the Rare Books and Special Collections Library, The Amiean University in Cairo.
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